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Editorial

At the AGM of the Association it was recommended that I should produce my first two
VECTCRs with the $wo bmsic types of cover, art and atylised, and ask the membership to vote
on which type of oover they preferred. I've dscided to extend thie survey to asking you
to vote on whether you'd like to sea the particular cover (representing the fypg of cover)
you voted for 48 B permanent cowver.

The main rezpon for thig extenaion im that one of the biggest difficultles for an
sditor is finding sultable artwork for the covers. I'd like to be rld of thie headacha,
and then introduce more intericr art. This latter ia nothing like as big a prodlem as
coverw, since thare ia a theme to guide the artist with interior art. Anyway, I'm willing
to be guided by yon. The woting forme will go out with the next issua of VECI(R, V41.

This leads on to another paint. Thers are approximately 350 pald-up membars in the
BSFA, and yet only acme 30 or 40 are heard from durding the year, with e farther 50 or 60
rutting in an appearance at Comvention time. The trouhls with this is that spproximately
10% of the membership decdde what the other 0% want. Mot cmly that, but writers of
articles are working in a veritable vacun.

Have you sver tried talling a joke to yourself to ase how furmy it is? If doesn't
work very well, does 1t? ©Even & postcard saying "Terrible" or "Marvellous"™ gives the
author pomething to work on, but comstruotive criticism ie even better. It seeus that
people are guite willing to offer verbal criticiem, but very few are willing to go to the
trarble to sit down and write cut those same criticiems.

The main function of the letter column is not 10 provide patting ¢on the back; thie ia
recuired by the aunthora rather than the letter oolumn. The letter column im to ensblae
people to express agreament or disagreement with views expressed in srticles, ete. If
somecne publically mskes an incorrect statement, thie should be pointed out; Iif aomecne

holds what seems t0 you tc be an absurd viewpoint, you shonld give people & chance to hear
your views. The best way to do this latter is to write an opposing articla, tut a letter
should always be writteny Af an article ia to follow, then make thie point in the lettsr.

I hopa that this pep-talk will have some results by way of bundred of letters.
I doubt it though.
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The Reign of Ballardry

Waldemar Kumming

Like many other SF fans I tend to go & little overboard in the matter of buying SF books.
One of last year's aogquisitions for which I actually found reeding time was Jack Williamson'a
THE REIGN OF WIZARDRY. Perhaps having met the guther durimg hie trip through Furope
prompted me to pick up this particuler book inetead of possibly worthier tomes etill waiting
hopefully on my shelf. 3till, THE REIGH OF WIZARDRY did not turn out to be a bad choice
for light snd entertaining reading. It made no pretensions to literary greatneas, end it
wonld bo quite foolish to oriticise it for not veing a masterpiece. It would be ever more
fooligh to oriticiee 1t for not being SF, ae the jacket blurb makes the fantagy nature of the
story abundantly olear to any reader caring for and capable of understanding the difference.

ddmittedly it is not always ac easy to defime the line marking off science fiction from
1ts neareat neighbour fantasy or even from the extenmive realms of 'meinstreanm'! literature,
naing that rather ambiguous werd im ite broadest possible sense. (un cloger ingpsction
the demarcation line appears to be more like a broad borderland in which the different
regionn phade into each other imperceptively. Even a0, an enquiry put before a gathering
of ten fans adking them to define the approximate locgtion of thia borderlend is apt to
produce o dozen different opiniome. If you want to make the discussion even more lively,
you only heve to drop in the names of Cordwainer Smith or J.G. Ballard.

Even the opposition ususlly concedes that both are good writers in s purely literary
ecnge.  There can slao be no doubt that Cordweiner Smith interds his stories to fit within
the framawork of SP; &a with the work of other SF guthors, they sre all tied together by hie
underlying conception of a future universe, wildly improbable ss this universe may appear to
the reader. With gome justification he has been accused of writing & sort of future fairy-
tale - & quality which some readers oount as a virtue - and of not caring even a deleted
sxpletive for the plausibility of his scientific gimmicke. There is, for instance, the
rather sirange computer btuilt from gematones pesr the beginning of "The Dead Lady of Clown
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Town" (GALAXY, Angust 64). This certainly ensbles the suthor to comcoct & ¥ery poetic
paseage, but it hardly sounds like any computar ever likely to be built.

Even more highly touted by some critios are the worke of J.G. Ballerd. This, we are
t01d in no uvncertain terms, is The New Wave, This 1s SF finnlly ocoming of age. This ia
the Digcovary of Inner Space as opposed to old fashiomed and reactionary outer; and if
you admit to not liking the stuff overmuch, then itfs obvicus that your emall mind ia atill

trapped in the bogs of etcne ege SP.

How come, then, that a0 many fens seem to prefer remaining trepped in the scientifio-
tional etone age boge T

Perhape the reascn is quite eimple. Ko matter how haxy the border region of SF {or
any other c¢ategory you oare to neme) might be, proceeding a great ancugh distancs through
i1t will certainly let one emerge somewhare outeide. Perhaps the fan, having plunked down
his money for a boak loudly promising SF an the gemdy oover, fesls let down and cheated
when the sontents turn out t0 be soms different and strange fare, no matter how compstently
done.

This suapicion can best be verified or disproved by examining a sampls of Ballard'a
work for SF content. The particular book used for this purposs will be TERMINAL BEiCH,
because a story ¢collection ie more apt to mhow up variocus facete of an author's work than
a novel of the same length. (I hasten to add that I am talldng about the American pb iseue
(BERELEY F 928), sinae I gather from critical comeents on thie book that the Eritish colleo-
tion of tha same title seame to contain mostly different etories.)

The book openas with "End Ceme™. 4 man has bean sentenced to death for eome unnamed
crime ageinet the party. [Now he is awaiting his execution, meanwhile living in comfort
at poms honee in the countryside. He has not beem told the date set for his desath, end
he can only guese that his guard will also be his executioner. The sstting ecems to be in
ap England that has undergone ecme sort of {commnist?) revolution ar take-over, but thie
ie just a vague impression end the locals of the story could be nearly anywhere, and any-
when in this ocentury, with the past decades by no ruled ocut. The theme of this
story ie the changing ralationship between the condesmed man and hie gnerd. This ia good
material for a pmychological tale, but there is not even a traoce of anything reeembling SP.

*The Subliminal Man" depicte the future world of plermmed obaclescenos in fnll gear,
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People mye wirking almost round the clock iz order to pay for all the cnmecessary producte
that an all-pervasive aystam of sudliminsl adwertieing has hypnotisad them inte buying.

As in many Ballard storied there is no sctusl plat, but rather a statio description of the
sitoation. This ia, of course, quite scoaptable whare it fits the theoe a8 in this
ingtance, and provided it is zot dr=em cut too lomg.

In "The Laat Work of M¥r Coddard” ti» hero keeps a totally aceurate acdel of his hams
town in his eafs, cowmplete oven with miniature pecple whisch oas be obeerved going sbout
their various concerns. And whatever bappens $o the miniature town also happens to the
real one ~ or is the miniature 'real’ and the big town the ‘modal'? Is it a cass of
sympathetic magic, or ie the reader io infer that, by soms ugszplained {nightmariah)
four-dimeneional hocus-poous both towns are in fect one and the same? The reader is leit
to his doubta. If he has porussd Ballard beforw, he will, however, have no doubts thai
domething terribls is abewt to happsn. Nor are his expectatioms disappofzted, for the box
containing tha town slips from the shakcing fingers of 0ld Mr GCaddard, spilling cut its
minieture peopls cn the Floor wiare the cut speedily disposes of them,

"The Time Tomba" definitely gualifies as the sescmd actusl S*P story in the collecticn -
and perhaps alao as the beet. In the pexiian decerle ssgglore end polisemsn are fighting
bitterly over priceless smgnetic tapes. Thase tepes are the last regmomts of the long-
gure Maxdians who have recorded their persannlitiss on them in order to ashisvwe s Krd of
irportality.

"Sow Bakes the 30a? - and the mfortumate Mr Mason drowns in it., This ses ia a
millien years in the pust, bot Mascn dresms of it every night till $¢ finally swallows him.
Por an explanation, please refer to "The Last Werd of Hy Coddard®. (This ides of dsliherats
non-explanation opens up all sorts of exciting pessidilities for writems, in that a8 an
oextensicn af the principle the reader could be mmde to ocoms up with the rest of the plat
and finally with the wdole astory. Indeed, somsthing like this ceems %0 happen in sems
Iy svant-gards mainstream novels.)

"The Venus BEuntors” is a story about flying ssucers = or rather the reaction of paopla
to reporta about them, for the UFO's could just as well be pink elephants or the Loch Ness
oenster without actually changing the story. A witnsas %o landings in the desert near
Mount Vernmom observatory 1s disbelisved by everybody. Finally he managss to imveigle an
astroncaer into co=cbserving another landinmg. IBut when the astromomar 4ries to tell the
tTuth he 1is also ridiouled and forced to leave the ochservetory.
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"finus One” im the dsvietion of the head count in an insens asylws. One of the

patients has disappearsd without eny trace. After e long and fruitless search the
director manages to oconvince first hinself and them the other staff mambers thet the
Patient never sctually oxisted it was carried om the list as remlt of & clerical error.
Juet as the director has succeeded with this task the wife of the miseing patient arrives.

Thie is an excellent satire on the sdwinistrative way of solving problems. The SPF
content - i1f an unexpleined disappeerance can properly be called such - is of course even
m¢re incidental than in the previcus story.

rEgPERti e IFOmom® in n scuestidt codthesd story ebout ewnbanging minde (or sonls).
As usual, the mere sordid details are beneath the dignity of the author. 4t the end,
the charactere seem t0 be more or less back to where they sterted, withont more than e
lingering half-memcxry of what happened.

Finelly there ia the title story, "Terminal Beach®., In & way it rounds out the book
quite nicely, in thet like the first story it 1s a purely paychologioal tale without any
SF element in evidence - unlass one wants to accept es SF the loocstion an an imland
destroyed by atomic bomb tests, which ia after all a strange tut strictly contemporary
setting. The story concerns itself with the fantasies of & crazy bombar pilot who has
returned to the island, reading strange and terrible symbols into the ruined landscape.

Taking stock, we have two gotual SP gtories end enother two very doubtful pieces,
while the rest {including the title story, which is also the longeet in the collection) can
hardly be called SF by any conceivable definition of this admittedly elastic term. One
is almost tempted to say that the heaviest ¢oncentration of SF is to be found on the jacket,

wlic gports & cover by Powers.

Fer an allegedly & work by an allegedly leading writer of the genre thie je a
sopewhat disappointing score., He certairly eeems to be leading in a new direction: bui
it ig e direction that specdily lsaves the SF field entirely for plotless and gloomy waste-
land. In all of Ballard'e stories something terrible either has alreedy happened or ie
heppening (sometimes with no more rhyme and Teason than in the 'happenings' that are the
pop art answer to the theatre) - or thinge are going from bed 4o worse and hasding for a
frightful creeh. The passing of the 'sense of wonder' has been much lamented by nostalgic
readexs, though it has been suggested that this is eimply esscciated with encountering the
idesas of BF for the firet time, and that it still operates for many new reeders. Bellard
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gives the impression of trying to replace it by a sanse of impending doom. In his novels,
he has alternately floocded the warld (THE DROWNED WORLD), dried it up agaln (THE BURNIRG
WOBLD), and had it gone with the wind (TEE WIND FR(M K(WEESE),.

Involving ome's fietional characters in sane catastrophy in order %o exposs the
despest end rawest layera of their beings is one of the oldest atocke in trade of the
writer. If the author wents to avoi? retelling (however sdilfmily) a tale slready retold
a bondreod times, he muat add aamething to it. Narely making tha dissater worldwide will
no longer do the %rick. An excellent exsmple of a possidble way was furnished hy
Fritz Leiber with hia Hugo-winning WANDERER, where he not only made us understand and
evenl applaud the motdves of alian beings who at first appaared to be incarnationa of the
devil, but also gave us a Stapledonian glimpag of an overcrowded univarss, at once
teantiful apd terrible.

Science fiction has often besn accused of peopling its tales with mere cardboa:d
figurea, of caring only about things, instead of abont Teal mman {(or othex) beings, and
of being content with a mediccre or even low level of writing. It cannot be damiaed that
there was an uncomfortable amount of truth in these charges. 4F is necessarily coe of the
most difficult forma of literatura fer the writer; he is required to combine in him person
talents ususlly found on opposite bordere of a wide cultural gulf. The praoceupetion
wvith technical and scientific values, the gadget-happy approach, was perhaps a necessary
atage in tkw growth of SF, In the work of the best writers thim sepect has reached a
high level of competenca. But the other aspeots have hy no means been neglected, even
if mnch s%ill needs to be accomplished in that direction.

Ballard's way of doing this, however, gives rise ta coneidershle misgivings. Adding
new inetruments to his tool chest with the right hand, he is threwing away other waluable
tools with the left. In a way, many of bis atories could be classified not ac mmech as
fantasy but rather as a soxrt of anti-SF. Meny of tha usual trappings of S¥ are wsed, hut
they are used only ss casus) prope and treatad with carelessness and gontewpt. I for anme
hope that he will not be fallowed om hie way through 'inner space'! bty too many other
wsriters, or the ouatlook for SP may be darker than you think.




An International Centacts

GerFandom —— ————

Thomas Schitck

There has not bosn any comprebsnsive repert on the Gormen SF soene in o British
magazine, as far as I omn recell end, although foreign oontacte hawe grown in the past few
years, ope still comes acrose the most exsggerated ildsas = to Gerfandom’s size and mature
from foreign fane. I will try to give & short survey, not attempting an objective history
&nd evaluation, but perhaps carrecting scme of the miscenceptions.

The term Garfundom covers fan—gotivities in GCezmany jtaelf, Austria, and German—
spesking Bwitserlend. These three coumtries have, fanwwise, more or less formed ope
community, slthough various neticmsl mnd loocsl groupe hawe been formed st timse,
Concenirated fan activity degan about 11 years ego, vhen pecple first began to think of
founding & club that cowexed all Gommany, and of bollding cwwventions., The still extant
SFCD (Science Fictien Club Peutechlend) was founded on Anguet Lib, 1955, ite official club
organ ANDROmeda being publisked by Walter Brmsting, Hesmbership grew, many jolning because
of the bock buying facilities supplied by Walter, who was then the editor of several SF
series. The ensuing feude, split-ups, reunificetions, and comwenticoe can only be called
normels the move af=crientated beginning faded into grester socializing; the pendnlum
swmg bedk end forth, and lavge mumbers of non~af fan negaeines appeared and disappeared
with grest papidity. ldke the BEPA, the SFCD gave each mepber a number without reissuing
them a# members Aropped cut, tihus sccounting for the Pigure of 2000 which is sowetimes
&iven. Thie may have been excellent for siwertising, but bardly gives & true picture,
There ate not more than about 150 sctive fens (a1l degrees of activity, mind you!), with
an additiomel 200 ruther peesive fanm,

The situation today is that of a fandom widely intereried in interpational metters and
foreign fandoms. There are s number of fans active cutside the SFCD; there ie mn Amateur
Publisking Aseccistion, much less constitutional than any 4PA dmown to youi there are
several local groups, « which thoee of Munich, Vienna and Berlin ave the most sctive;
there are many fairly interssting fanszines. From my knowledge of both 'sides’ I would say
that German fans are no more A-crienmteted than Anglo-Americen fane; 1t is just that they
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have never had anyone with the talant of = Walt Willls or a Jobn Berry. It is not
surprising that when some of the latter's more generally understandable fan-stories wsre

translated they proved an encrmous Euccess.

The SFCD is an officlally registered club, and has about 35C members at the present
tims, JTts membership fee, per year, is about £1 for students, smd £1,10.0d for cthers.
Its services include delivery of two magazines. One 13 ANDROmeda, which for years
consisted of reports delivered by the various local greoups reporting on thetir sotivities of
the past months. If now comprises a loose mixture of information, articles, letters, and
humour mppearing aboui six times 2 ysar. The otbar magazine, and this cne worthy of ths
vame, 18 'Picneer?, specialiaing in fiction alome, The Gormans have alwaye had a love for
fiction in tbeir fansines. ‘'Pioneer’ bas been a subetitute for a Germen sf wagasine for
years, not only featuring wall written fiction by fams, but also profeselonal stories
imported from all countries. It is published about three times a year, mimeced sxcellently,
with professicnally done electro—etencils; wmlike the BSFA we wom't be able to chenge to
litho with & membership of 350! This would be far too oxpeneive. Additiocal services
for members are the library, being rearranged at the moment, which contaips many English
originala, and the Phonothek - a oollsction of impes (sbout 100 different onea) lent out
for the coat of the poatage ouly; the mewest tapes imclnde all the speaches of the
Worldcon, the penals and introductions and the St Fantony ceremeny. Most of GCermsny's
conventicns can be 'reheard! on tape; 80 can radio plays, mclembific telis and othsr such
items. There are alaso several smaller departmenta, the most importent being the contacts
service and the news department.

The German Bclence fiction market has been dominated Yy a special method of pulp
publishing, which is atill playing & major role, There iz nothing Iike our 'Haft' in
foreign SF publishing. They are sixty page brochures stzpled through the backj novela
and short story collectioms were brutally cut down to £it this sdition for years, until the
tirst books began to appear. It is enly in recent years that paperbacks have appeared;
there are now three regular SF pb series publishing averything from 'City' to 'The
Tlustrated Yan's thres 'Heft' series {weekly) and, alas, only oms Yook series momthly, but
gbout to dwindle. This is the skeleton of owr merket., German af writers did emerge from
fandom at a fairly regular rate, some of them still being linked to it, For some wknown
roason, they have never bscama known outeide Germeny, not sven with their better works.

They have accomplished something umique in the ¢f field, in that they started & series of
space-cpera stories sbout five years ago. The series ia now uwp to nupber 230 and has =
circulation of 90,000 weekly, a big success in German publishing, second only to the momi
popular crime series. It is now baing translated into French, and will probably appear
in other languagea latey on.
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The subject of an &f mogweine has been a mowe point with Gerfans for years. We had
two; an eriginal Gormem ome, with stories frov ewerywhare, but mosily from inglo-imerdcsn
sources, an? aiso Gulaxy, in its criginal cowr, with a selection of good wtories from
various dooricat ivsuss. This Folded after about 15 iesues. The time was too early.
After o magusinelons fow Jears we now bave Galasy aguin, this time included in a series
of paperbacis. Basically, cur of pariet $s po different from any other, though $4 1is &
long way frum the Britiah positico. And, dasiocslly, eur fandom is no differexmt sithay,
Fans wostly commmicate by medl. ind howswer much I appreciate perucnal comtasts st
conventions, however wuch I snucyed the Castleoen and the Worldomm at Londen, I think meye
ovorall internstiopal contadts will primmrily ocse from efforts in fen magesicee. I am
velcoming the efforte of the BSPA, and I hope to De adble o 30 wy pars.
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behind the scenes

edwards

malcolm

I do hope that I'm pot regarded as any Great Authority on things
fannish, glthough I will edmit when pushed that thers sre few others
around still willing to put opinion to paper. For despite the
manumental conceit with which I sort wheat fram cheff and present only
the kermels jndged mogt fit for consmmption to BSFA members, I have yet
¢o be more than mildly singed by the enthusisetic firea of rublishing
my ovn fap-magazize. Samehow I feel I can be so mnch more objective
fron this comfortable poesition, and tha cccemlonal letter of ccmment
and this izterminable column satisfy my crestive urge quite admirasbly.

Tour editor told me some liea gbout my colmmn being "well written”.
and then spoilt my euphoria with that harrible gqualifier “but".  “But,”
he sald, "car't you be a bt diffarent * Can't you do anything besidas
zeview fanzines ™"

Stung even through oy thick gkfn, I told Steve {who I'm glad to say
is as amenable to reascn as the Late Great Rog Peyton) that there was
precious 1ittle activity among Britieh fandom othar than fanepublighirg,
and would he rather I made up intereating tut imaginary little anscdotes
about the Soolel Side Of Things *

But I'd probably admit if pressed that Steve does have a point.
I do attempt so very this monologue as much g I cen, even though the
writer-to-reader relaticnahip in this case ig abtout sa orystally-lucid
as are oor london fogs. Do oawplain if I get more than nsually tedious -
do tell me (via Stove) if you want me to write sbont amy particular subject.
I'11 do oy best to give patisfeotian, unpaid ag I am.

Meantime, the opring flood of fan-magasines Qi3 materialise, despite
oy prediotions o that effeot. My mailbox has recently besn swamped with
a8 many as three different fanzines in one day (and I hope the BSPA will
contritute to the tips I've had to give my postman, as well am to the high
cost of subascriptiona t¢ all of théee things). A9 well as fanzines, g
conple of ¢thar interssting items need attentiom, whick they will pramptly
be given.

First, I've ssen a copy of the “Fanzine Index”, rmcently raprinted by
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Harold Palwar Piser- Now thia is a momomental work, over 150 typsd pagea bound

in attractively printed loose-laafl covers, complete with hlack-&-gald alphabeticel
index tags and sl sorts of othsr refinememts. I'm Dot exaotly mmre what use thie
index can be to anymms, btut experiemce indicates that s problen solves lteelf.
When you have availsble an index to every fanzine ower pnblished, up to 1952, you
can't help bat find it valuable. Certainly I want a copy of this volume for my own
am61] library, and I've sent 17/6d off to the British agent, Mike Ashley, at

2 Smrlande Aveme, Sittingbourne, Eent. There should be snough copiea left for
everyone... even thongh the Index has deen (end will be again) ocut of print for many
yeara. Join the gueus....?

Secondly, a lees inspiring repart from the BSFA (who've chosem me as the bearer
of their bad newe). Despite all the work that has been put imto it, the Panzine
Poundation ie still disorganised and scews as far sway wo ever from ilssuing a
catalogne of items available t0 membsrd on loan. The Foundation in ite presemt
incerceration hgs gained some 5000 items, but thet's ancther stary ... So, until the
Associstion gets a curator and librarian othar than ovezworded Treasurer Charles
Winstame, 11ttle progresa can be made- Aoy voluntearw ...T

How to the meat of the manth, even though my epace has been sadly depleted
through no-ane's fanlt btut my om. DNid I ever mention that you could, if sufficiently
interested, divide fan-writings and fan-magerines into three distinot categories ?
I rather mspect that this profound obeervation hme been dredged from the limbo to
which xy uneritten writings are conmigoed. In exy case, the faotl ip easily
demonptrable - any ecoumlation of fanxines can be hrolum down into (sgrious)
magezines sbout S.F. § abag t inel 8.F.
& humouroue magazines. I perecnally regard the last olase, when done well, a3 the
finest specimen of the fenniwh art. There's only cne really able performar of
this breed that keeps on coming, and that la Walt Willis' immartal "HIFH:H", One
of theee yoare, when an iasne of this soxbhly oowes aat, I'1l review it glowingly.
Until then I'1l be dawmed if I'11 give the WM1lis any mare praiee thon my usual
hero-worship.

But & good contenier in yearm gone By wem the Amerioan VOID, mblished for
28 issues by balf of U.S. fandom under the dynsmio leedereilp of Ted White. (mm
never officially threw in the towel, though $he last iowne published come oot
around 1961 - ya mgy yet s6e g resurrection.) Par the pressnt, we must be content
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with "QUIP", a comparative nawcomer, publisbed by cowparative newcomers and
deliberately and openly modelled after all that wag best in YOID. I have lasues

1 & 2 of QUIP to band, and if you ever read this I shall have at least a 3rd. ind
the prognosis is favourable - these lasues are big and they're good. They're
humourous and interesting in a fairly adult and witty way. Damm it, they mede me
langhl

Some of my plessure comea, I’'m surs, from being cn writing teras with many of
the people mentioned within the covere, and from knowing of their little idiosynoraciec
that aere played upon in the magazine. Buf I've bad as 1little oppartunity a» you to
meet Wew York fandom, and if T can pick it up and enjoy it, I'm sure you can. 8o
try a 2w lesues of QUIP, at 2/- per copy from Arnie Katz, US ipts 479B, A1lanhorat Rd,
H.Y. 14226, USA. The old, old dollar problem raemains - polve 1% howsysr you can
{and see my lasst sparkling advice colusm}.

Working back through my list, there is the 'general! fanzine, in which you may
find fairly serious discussion on almost any topia. There sre & lot in this
particular rowboat, such as DOUBLE:RILL & YANIRO (which I previoualy reviewed) and
another big regular offering, KIEKAd3. {That means "nothing®, inmcidentally, it's
Li thuanianl)

KIEKAS 1s o big and so regular that it depremses me to have to think of witty
letters to write to the editors. (That’s amother virnlant trend - notice how many
fanzinea are team-efforts these days ?) I think that FIEKAS will get s deserved
Hugo Award thie year, for best amateur magazine - and then its sditors will be able
to die weary, pennileea, but happyl

furrent issue ig No 15, It ia over 60 pages long, costs 2/6d, and I won't aven
attempt to review 1t. Sneaky, ¢h 7 There's e piece on garly Christianity that
fascingted ma, and otherwiase all sorte of thie and that. Give it a try by asnding
your money to British agent Grahem Eall, 57 Church Street, Tewkestury, Glouca.

Last but never least is & lone British fanzine, SCOPTISCHE from Ethel Lindsay.
Now I muat watoh my step here, for Ethel livea just down ~ or up - the road from wme,
altogether too close for comfort when I say that I juat don't appreciate BCOT,
Considering that it usually has a Willis oolumn, and all sorts of odd itams, not the
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worgt being Ethal's own writings, the sine has evorything to make it oms of the top
tines, and is #0 coneidered eleewhars.

But it etill doeen't quits olick into my mantal pattern for sowe reasm. I
Just can't get a letter written to SCOR tbat gayy anything about all the fascinating
thingn being discussed. Perhaps I'm wrang to asaribe what sust be my own failing
to the megazine, btut I can't give SCOT full merks on this columm’s sooreboard. You
may quite likely have exactly the oppomite opinion, and I'd advise you to try SCOT,
at 4 issues for 7/6d4 from Ethel et Coursge Houme, 6 Lengley ive, Surbiton, Surray.

ind that ie almost that for another grand finmle. I didn'’t get eromnd to
socvering my laet category, did I ? - tut I consider that my previous reviews of
BIVERSIDE QUARTERLY & ZENITH SPECULATION oover the Tield here quite fully. Perheps
I'11 review a new issue of these next timey I notice that Editor Westom has turned
out two new issues of Z5 and has mads sll sorts of happy arncuncemsents about hie
Cotober ipsue.

And finally, I'11l tantalice you with the names of DINATRON, FUSION, and AMBA,
names of goodies that I've received and aclemnly promise to write about some other
tinma.
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FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

ROG PEYTON

Some of these questions have been hanging around far some time now as the last FII
colurn appeared way back in VECTCR 37. EHowever, I'm sura informstion provided will be of
use to someons even if the people who asked thess gueatians have lost interestl

From D 4 Ward of Ipawich: ™(1) Hae a checkliet of AUTHERTIC SF been issued? {2} Is
Crarles Grey a pseudonym of E C Tubb; whet other pseudonyms has Tubb used; 1m a checklist
of his writinge available? (3) Can you give any infarmation om-Jon § Deegan and, if
peasible, a story liating?”

4 checklist to AUTHERTIC will be issued through the DSFA within the next few monthe,
although there was & very limited edition of one mmblished by Brian Burgess of Bourmmounth
® couple of years ago.

Charles Grey 1g one of Tubb'a two-dozen-plus pseudonyms. Others inclnde Volated
Gridban, King Lang, Cerl Maddox, Brian Shaw, end Boy Sheldon. A listing of Tubb's novels
was published in March 1964 by Phil Harbottle in a beoklat antitled E ¢ Tubb - AN EVALUATION,
Price 1/6 (post free) from Phil Earbottle, 27 Cheshire Gardens, Wallqend-on-Tyzma,
Northunberland.

Jon J Deegan ip & British writer whose work appeared in AUTHERTIC SF mnd the early
Panther paperbacka. The '0ld Growler' seriea is the work for which he is remssbered. The
pories contained the following storiea:

Beconncitre Krellig 11 AUTHEATIC ¥o 2
0l1d Growler (Space Ship Fo 2213) o L |
OLd Growler ard Orbim “ %9

Planet of Power " LIPYY
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The Singlng Spherss AUTHENTIG No 23
UNIERWCRLD OF ZELLO PANTEER BOKS
ANTEO THE LIFE GIVER t "

TRE [RELT ONES » "
AMATEURS IN ALCHEMY L) e

Other work not in the '0ld Growler' serigst

Beyond the Barriers AUTHENTIC Ro 137
The Lights of Anker-Mo L r 85
BEYOND THE FOURTH DOCR PABTHER BOOKS
CORRIDORS OF TIME L W
EXILES OF TTMR " n

Second set of queries ocmes from ¥Wike Turner of Birminghams ®(1) 1s the Eric Frank
Russell title SIX WORLDS YONDER, publizhed by Ace, s Tetitle? (2) Is Russell's THE STAR
WATCHERS, mentioned inside the Dobmon edition of MEN, MARTTANS AND MACHTSES, a retitle?
(3) Has van Vogt's MASTERS OF TTME been printed by any other compaxy than Fentasy Prees?
(4) Was Blish's S0 CLOSE TO HOME ever serialimed?™

SIX WORLDS YONDER hagn't been published under eny other title. It is & ocollecticn
of six short ptories, the stories being "Diabologio™; "Into Yomr Tent I'11l Creep"j
"Nothing New"; "Tielina"; "Top Seoreit” and "The Waitabite". 1ok STAR WATCHEXS is a
rotitle of SENTINELS OF SPACE.

4ip fer as I know, no-one else has published MASTERS OF TIME exvept Fantasy Preass.
The Blish title SO CLCSE TO EQME is a collection of shoxt stcries and therefore wan't have
been serialised. DBallantine were the publighers in the States - for some resson, no
Britigh publisher has taken 1t.

From Archie Potta of Fewcagtle-on-Tyne comes two querieas "(1} Can you pleasa tell
me the issue of ASTUURLING in whioch the Asimov spoof article on Thiotimoline appearad?
(2) Can you supply a iating of the Gray Mouser stories?”

Actually, there were two spoof articles on Thiotimoline by Aeimov. The first was
"The Endochrinie Properties of Resublimated Thiotimoline® {ASF Mar 46) and the sequel waa
"Miero-peychiatric Applicstions of Thiotimoline” {ASF Dec 53).

The Gray Mouger stories by Frits Leiber ares

"Two Sought Adventure® * URENOWE  Aug 39

"Tha Bleak Shora" # . How 40
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“The Howling Terrox™ # UEEBOWE Jun 41
®The Sunken Land® # UNKBOWS WOIDS Feb 42
*Thieves' Houpe™ ¢ b . Pob 43
*adept's Gambit® FIGHTS BLACK AGCENTS, Arkhem Houss 1947

reprinted in PANTASTIC May 64
*"Dark Vengeance" SUSPENIE Fall 51
"The Seven Black Prisste™ # OTHER WORLDS May 53
"Lean Timee in Lankimar" FAETASTIC Bov 59
"When the Ses King'a Away™ Ly May 60
"Scylla's Deughter® W May 61
*The Unholy Grail® . Hov &2
"The Cloud of Hate" * May 63
"Pazaar of the Bizarre"™ " mg 63
“The Lorde of Quarmall® (2-part serisl) » Jan/Peb 64
“Stardock” " S 6

Thoee storiea marked with an seteriek appeered in the Gnome Press collection of Gray Mouser
storiea, titled TWO BOUGHT ASVWERTORE.

Lastly, I'd like to bring to your attemtion the BIFA Checklist Foundation which I'11
be running from now on. Through this new department I hope to angages the services of
other membare interessted im compiling cheoklista. By pooling ocur effarts it should be
possible to produce scme new checkliete for the B3FA which are umesful, interesting and,
most of all, accurate.

Aa mentioned previocusly, an Index to AUVTHEATIC SF 1a heing preparad, and work has been
started on an Index to Royal Publications (IEFINITY SF end SCIENCE FICTION AUVENTURES).

Anyomme interested in helping oompile checkliets mhould contsct me at 77 Grayswood Pari
Road, Quinton, Birmingham 32, enclosing a stamped adiressad envelope.
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GENERAL
CHUNTERING

KEN SLATER

In several Tecent columma I have enlarged on various facets of the book trade, and
thie has occasicnally given riee to comments from varicus folk on divergent subjecte, One
such comaent was oo Ky disclosuye and explaneticn of the high percentage of profit mads on
fantiquarian bocks' - thd laddo who commented was most irate at the 'snormous® prafit ...

T thought I had =ade it clsar that (a) my own levels were very far from the 500-600% level
I quoted, and (b) that in the genmeral trads this ie the profit per item sold, which has to
cover all the rubdimh that the men takws in to get tha fsw thingm he wants, or expecta to
sell, or sctually doss esll. Tv snlarge — you buy 500 fest af bocks, all shapes and sizes.
You give 'em a lock owr, sl you see some hxlf-dosen titles which you fesl reasonahbly
certaln will fetch s fiwer sach. imcther dosen or 8o you think will go for abaut X0/-
oach. The ywst af the wiuff i3 « bumch of very dark horees, several of which are probably
hoaded in the wrong direction. 3o you do a rapld osmtal caleulation and you affer thirty
quid for the lot. The mellar loocks shocked, and sayw ba thought they’d fatch at least
one hundred powmds, You look disgusted smd pick up your hat; and he climbe down to
'Seventy?', and you ssy you could msnags forty. FProbably you sattle for fifty. You
pack the stuff up, and cart it oot to your van, car, or whatever. Tou then drive two=
hundred £4fty miles howe (scweooe calculate mileage cost for ms, uh?) and then taice the
stuf? into your highly-rated-emd repted shop, store or other dusipees premisss. You and
your staff then start to sart the stuff out, ani promptly diecard half of it to go at &
ar 1/- ar dust-bin, The remsindsr you clsssify, catalogue, or offer to selected clieuts.
You best your boed sgainst the wall bacanss what you thomght would be s very fine copy of
the Fecronomdcon turmns cut to have the fly leaf missing, and some jemmy-finger-prints all
over the text. You do zamage to got rid of the prime articlee in sbout thres mozmths, and
got back your imvestaent plus & few extra Quid. Tou prioe the other stuff as high as you
can snd sit back in hopes ... Put on the averange you sell sbout ome out of ten at over
+he ‘sworage’ priss of 500 feet of books st £50, and the otbere either go &t less than they
cest or nothing ot all.

Ia other words, that high-percentage prefit is not an gwer-all profit, but the one

———
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that has to bo made on the 'sellable’® jitems to oompensete for the wmselladble items, Those
of you who are oy customers kmow that my osm system 1s totally different = specislieing, I
can work oo 25% basis (or I could - overheads keep creering up, and thie mew payroll tax
will add to that burden in the book-trade). On wy trade-in =system, I allow one-third of
the cover price, and eell again at something around half-cover price on the average. But
as I specialise and only by or take in trmde eslectively, I can manage. Bo fortumse, tho.

However, the trade is still busily engaged in cutting its omn throat, in some respeots.
For exzmple, & certein very popular American meg which 1s imperted into UK to 5611 at 5/=s
the American cover price baing 50¢, has just cbanged its distributor. Previously, this has
been avaeilable at a discount of one-third, plus carriage. ¥We have 'made® & groes profit
of 1/6 e copy sold, new. The now rate will be only 25%, whick means that we shall mske
only 1/3 per copy sold (and I am not yet certain of that, we may atill have to pay carriage)j
8o in effect we are now oontributing 3d mors to the distributor ,... somecne’s mnewer to the
pay-roll tax? Another amwing (if you 8re masochimtic) eide-1light is that the wholeeale
price in the UK is now 3d higher than the retail price in the USA! Then again, anothar
wholesale distributer bas commenced this wonth (June) a charge of 7/6 for *handling and
carriage’ on all orders wnder £10. Note, he says orders but in application I've already
discovered this means ‘invoipes', for we ordersd well over £15 worth of assorted materials
a Tair proportion was out of stock at the time, and so it came on two invoioces and we've
been billed 7/6 on each of 'em! But obviously, no—one im going to order from that whole—
saler any small quantitiee any longar - ten paperbacks at 2/6 ars going to coet exmotly
what.thay can be sold fory twenty will allow the profit margin previcusly available on
tan, and so forth. Which pusher more end more of the smaller hockesllars 8nd statione
and so forth into the hands of the 'aale or return' people « and they work on baeie of
glving the retaller what they think he oan pell, rather than what be knows he wants.

80 don't be ouprised if it gets more and more difficult to obtain items 'to order® at
your looal bookshop; that 18 just the way things are going.

Pereonally, I have other difficultiss. CuwrTently, I am growing more and more
disheartened with modern transport, It is taking an average of 14 days for materisl to be
moved from R & ¥ and other folk in London, to me 8t Wisbech. This ia & littla over BO
miles as the car runs, I do not lmow just what route ie uszed by Britieh Spail Serviceas,
but I should think sven golng round by Horth Wales thim spoed could be bettered by ox-carts.
On the direct London—Wisbech Toad or reil routes it works out at about € milea per day!

And we mutter in our dreams about F-T-1 travel! Gimme the dog-cart any 48y .... Any
Anpient Britons around who would csre to re-apem the Ickenham Way for me?
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In other sphersa of influence people are moving arcund quicker, tho. TYou may have
heard that Rarry Harrieen is taking the editorial eest of DRMPULSE - thie has been squipped
with over-drive and various other devices ac that Harry can collect hia mail at hia
temporary accommodation addresses altermate days - one of the addresses ie care of Jom
Camell in Londen, add the other cara of Robert P, liilles in FRew York, And if you were

listaning, Brian Aldiss could have baaen heard broadcasting to the world an the overseas
service of the B.B.C. on Juns 29th at three different times 2nd on no lesm then nine
different wavedands! Theras is coverige HHr you .... and he was so talklng abeout acience
fiction)

Penguin will be pudlishing J,G, Ballard's THE WIND FROL{ NOWHERE, and his THE CRYSTAL
WOELD will appear from Pantber. Jack Vance's THE STAR KING ls pow out from Dobsan, but
I've not yot heard of a new title in tue series coming ouwt in the US. EKeith Laumer's
A THACE OF WEMORY will come from Mayflower, and Fritz Leiber's THE RANDERER from Penguin,
which makes two much acught but hard to get dmerican titles available to Britiah fans sowm.
Panguin will do the P & K novele SEARCH TEE SEY and YWOLFBANE, but Pan will print GLADIATQR-
AT-LAW, Gollancz will pubdlish & PORL OLNIBUS with 21 atories froo 'Turu Left At Thursday',
‘Momporrow Times Soven® and 'The Man ¥ho Ate The World' {all thoed were Bsllantine).
¥illian F, Temple hss SEDCT AT THE MOON to be published in (K by Ronald Whiting & Weaton,
and 1n U3i by Simon 3chuster. Ted Tudb's MOON BASE (previously published by Jenking in UK,
and Ace in the US of 4) will come from Msyflower, James White is on the list with
HOSPITAL STATION, STAR SURGEQN and THE WATCH BEIOW all to come from Corgi, and with SECOND
ENDING to be published as a juvenile by E.J. Arnold, The firat two were Ballantines, the
third was (and atill is) & very auccessful title from Ronald Whiting & Wheaton's first s-f
list, and the last was an Ace pb, Thers are multitudinous other goodies for the a-f fan
in the offing, and some of them will undoubtedly appear bsfore many aof those I bhave
mantioned.

One to come vary soon is Compact'’s printing of A PLANET CALLED KRISHNA by L. Sprague
de Camp, which ie the story serialised in Astoumding Oct '50 to Jan '51. At the moment I'm
not certain which version -« the serial was broken inte two halves, and somewhat enlarged,
for publicaticn as two booka by Avalon under the titles 'The Search for Zei'and 'The Fand
of Zai', and later the two wore published In onse jacket a3 an ACE double. However,
publication date im July 13th, so it 1s not long to wait., &lso, from Sprugue end his wife
Catherine, SPIRITS STARS AND SPELLIS, the lateat of the Canaversl Press titles, at §5.95,
348 pages which will tell you how to conjure up a demon and also explain why you won't be
suocessful! More to the point it discussas much of interest = like Meamer and his search
for & nop-existent supernatural force which gave rise to the dlscovery of the useful taol
of hypnotism.
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From recent oorreapondance I gather that ALTEN WOHLIS, wunder the joint editorship
and/or sanagonesrt of Charles Partington and Barry Sadler, is to be published professionally..
v» I'm not too certain about thisy possibly they mey be giving the professional magazine a
now namsj howevar, & new professicnal megazine will be welcamed, I'm sure, and 88 eoomn as
the and of July comes we will all know, for that ia when the first iseua should appear. Um
the other band 1 gather that the dweriocan Magazine of Horror is arira late putting ocut
Fo 12 issue - I'm told that in fact sach isesue is held back until sales of the previous
isouos warrsnt its releese, or somathing equally ocomplicated, but as this information is
indirect and results from statanents made hy several different folk it may not be very
agourate ...« howevar, for a poorly distrituted mag 1t does sgem che way of keeping the
booka balanced, and having tried to get things out of American distribution channels I can
ipagine the difficulties involved in trying to get thinge into them must bs even more
insurmountable. Htill idly idcing information around, let ma add & 1ittle word on the
subject of the British Convention ,... 28 pany of you will now know, at the laet A.G.M. of
the B.S.F.A., the B.3.F.A. joyfully voted away the right to have any part whatsoever in
ths British 3-F Comvemtion., At present I am, with the aid of varlous folk, trying to sort
cut some policy which will bs acceptable to all parties (mein parties, anyway - thore appear
%o umptesn minor factions end splinter group§s sa the clder and larger sectiom of the
Conwation sopporbers are the pre-B.5.F.i. snd (in meny ossea) non-B.S.F.A. (even anti-
B.S,F.A.) folk, they are baing consulted first. FBroadly, having drewn up this policy we
ebnll #mmd it roosd to as memy comwsntioneers from the last few years am we can trmos
(isnoring the one-time wttendews who are not otherwise known to us), and having reached some
gmeynl ogreemmt with them, we mhall them try to get the B.8.7.i. to agres to the esme
roliqy. BEopefol, ain't we ...?7

Than, of courps, thare is the British Fantasy Award. Pending the deliberations, and
gomew) yresotetion of a poliqy, an this by Inwa Iyle, I am in aome nsbulons way respansible
for mrrenging the wsard to be mada in 1967 for the year 1966. 4 full snnouncesent oa this
will he maie slwewhers, but for the mament let me meks it clsar that I am pulling the range
of the asard back % that made in my original suggeetion all those years ago at Glouocestery
the mmzd wi)l go to & bogk firei published inm Britain during the year 1966, sud nominations
for the sward anet he Hmjtad to this., Latar it my be poesible ta commider extra
oategariam for extra sesxdn, tart 2t present it is not financially possible {0 make more
then one wward, med it is hardly fair on any jndge to ask him to choose batwean & film, a
pows, & novel, aecdl & ump of worked gtane, or a moMile! To clarify cna point, for this
firat mblished? let it e nndaretond thmt this means the item naminsied sy hawe beem
Tublished sisestwrs (PMetugmiz or Icalsnd, Anstralia or tha USA) at an earlier date, but it
is in this yuar spd for the first time pudlished in Britein. Ths book (including the p-b)
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iw 8t1]1 the wajor vehicle for the dissemination of s-f and fantasy, and hence the major ome
when we come ito considering awards,.

Tou may now start to argue .....

The NiF Story C-onteat, run by the Writers®' Exchange of the K3F, is now open to entries.
Here are the rulesi

1. The contest is opén to all amateur writers in this fleld. We define an amatsur

as one who haes g0ld no mare than two stories to the professlonal sclence-fiction and

fantesy magazinse.

2. Stories met be the ariginal unpubliehed work of the entrsnt, muet bs less than
5,000 worde in length, and must come within the f1sld of ecisnce-fiction end/or
fantapy in the opiniomn of the final judge.

3. Stories ehould be typed on 8% x 11 white paper, double apaced, with the title on
every page but the name of the author omitted, Ve provide sach entry with an
identifying oumber, and withhold the nanee of authors from judges as an added
agsurance of lapartiality.

4. Contestants may snter any mumber of stories. Each should be accompanied by a
ptamped addressed return emvelops.

5. Contestants are expected to retain ome or more coypies of each story entered. The
NFFF andertakes to use all possible cars, but cannot, of course, guarantee againat
accldental loea in the mail.

6. Pinal judging begina Novembar 1, 1966; storties mugt be in by then.

T. The final Judge of thip conteat 1s Prederik Pohl, Editor of GALAXY, IP, and
WORLDS OF TCMORROW.

8. Prizes are: Riret Prize §10.00, Second Prize $8.00, Thirxd Prize is #6.00.
Certificaten of Honorable Mention may be awarded if in the opinion of the final judge
any other stories merit them.

5. Resulis of thia contest are 2o be annoanced to the winnars as aoon as the judging

is completed, and announced to the membership in the first issue of TNFF to appear

in 1967.

Entry 1e free to all members of the BSFA provided that they send their entries te the
B3FA Publicetions Officer; please merk all such envelopee PNIP Story Contest™. 411
other entrants (other than members of the NIP) pay an entrance fes of #1 per antry. Thay
may also send their entries to the BSFA P.0. (enclosing 7/64 per entry}; however, non-BSFi
members may find it essisr to sand the entries direct to Mrs Alma Hill, 463 Park Drive,
Boeton 02215, Massacmsetts, U.3.A.

H.B. Closing date for antries peseing through the P.O. is 11th Octvbar, 1966.

F
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THE BRITISH st
MAGAZINES i

DOTLSE Wo 2

Keith Robarte, a writer at whom I would once have levelled the charge of pastiche,
ig deweloping hie "Pavene" cycle of etoriss into eomething that is original, well-
written and thoroughly sntertaining. Scoeswhers in the pant, in gur hietexy, a
turning-point cocurred. History not being a sirdang point of wine I fear I caxmot
at present 5ee exactly when it wes (an the stremgth of the first stozry, "The Signaller”,
I guessed it was samething 0 do with tke Rimens, but I now withiraw that theary untid
further notice). "The Ledy Anne®, the present story, is set in Bugland in 1965.

The stery is simples young Jesse Strange, whoos father has juet died, takes his
newly-acquired steam lorry (The lesy done) on s heulage trip acrces the Boglish
countryside. EHie aiventures and soocunters cn the way oomstitute the majmr part
of the action. 4nd thet's it.

But .... in fifteen thousand words Robarts has created a shole new England, ane
that 1s #0 similar to curs, yet so strangs. I have becans very blase about altarnate
poseibility etories becense, in the main, they have o proper depth. Roberts, with
his throwswsy marsels of history (like the eamvally-mentiioned assassimation of Queen
Elizabeth the Pirst), has made en exception to this end ie Wildéng up & fascinating
series of stories. Nore, please.

I fear that the rest of DIPULSE-2 loaks pallid aftar this rich end wanderful
stert. Joim Rackham's “A light Faint®, for instance. dpert from the double- and
triple-punning in the title (for which I give mach grestly-begrudged kudos) there
1ie very 1ittle of interest in the story. It is 11 rTather frothy snd improbahle,*
but good fun all the same. :



B\

I TICNB D

I d1dn'$ hapesatly care for Jobn Erunner's "Bregk the Door of Hell". This
i1e what 1 oall heavy fantemy, much in the idiom of James Branch Csbsll. I gave
uff after a dosen ur &0 pagee and, looking at the end of the etory, I'm not enre
whether I missed snything. I suspeot that this story is excellent of its kind,
btut I have no way of telling becenwe I do not like the kind. 4Apologies to all

canoerned.

Judith Merril's "Hamecalling” commances in this issue: a reprint from the
old CRIGIFAL SF STORIES mggnzine. Vary feminine-alanted.

EEW WORLDS No 161

NEW WORLD9 took an a nasty wobble im the last two pomths. All of a sudden,
after a period of eteady improvement, it became erratic. ¥o 159 bad ona excellent
story and about four bad ones. No 160 wae pretty terrible all round, acd I was
beginning to wonder whether it wae my teste changlng, or what. But, I'm happy to
report, Mike Moorooak has regained a lot of his former level and ¥o 161 1s a good,
balanced magazine.

The oaver features J.G. Ballard's "The Assaeseination Weapon™. For some
reason thie ie & particnlarly effective cover fllustraticn and in aome meagure
mansges to call up smme of the Iimagary that Bellard evakes with his writing.

JoGe Ballard hae ths 2istinction, shared with one or two other sathors like

Helnlein and van Vogt, of being one of the moat diacussed writers in sciance fictiam.
Unfortunately, mich of the digcussion has been extremist in nature (although I cen
recowmand Brian dldies® balanced analyels in SP-HORIZONS Fo 2 and thia sort of

thing cen tend to put people off peading his woxic. He otarted off in the early
days ehowing a mlight tendency towards the gimmick (staries like "Build-Up" and
"obile" are good inmstances) and only later developed the more mature phase for
which he is at present besi-lkmaown—that period which produced "The Volces of Time",
“The Watch-Towera® and “The Garden of Time", amongst many many othera. [Lately, he
has entered his third phase. And "The Assassination Weapon®™ le of thiam period.

In KEW WORLDS SF No 148, im March 1965, editor Kike Mooroock patd: "We noed
more writere who reflect the pragmatio mood of today, who use imsges apt for today,
who amploy symbole gathered from the world of todsy, who use ecphisticated writing
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techniques that can match the cther techniques to today." This sentance is
summerised, more or less, in “The Assaseination Weapom". This story (and
"Centimmup® in lest month's IMPUISE, which should really be read with this as s
cozplete piece) is & joining of scme of the best of Ballard's esrlier personsl
inagery and hie newer ideas on contempeorary l1fe. The central theme is the weampon
that killed Kalcolnp X, John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Lee Earvey Oswald. (The weapon
being the world, not necessarily the actual manifeptation of it in the foarm of a
rifle or a pistol). The particular etory im not easy to resd 1if m euperfioial
plot is being looked for. (It has, in fact, no formel 'plot' e such). Seeming
to have no comnection, the short paasages cut from place to place ¢nly apparently
touching on idea. Rothing I can aay can add to the story, elthough I gan exhort
you to read it, Don't be misled by the cries of "Obmeurityl® which mre sure to
be roused by this work. Read, end re-read it if you need to. (There's an
interpretetion in the Editorisl, if you are in any doubt). But thim story is &
vital piece of contemporary ecience fiction which will do as much 0 invigorate sf
as all of Ballard's previocup work has done to date,

The reest of the stories in this iesue range from two "solid-fual" space stories
("Sicirmieh” by John Baxter mnd "No Guarantee” by Gorden Welters .... both eXcellent
of their kind); through what I am beginning to think of ap typioal EEW WORLDS
storiest "House of Dust® (Worman Brown)}, “Cog” (Kenneth Barkar) and "Eyeball
(Sen Wolf) .... all fairly original in an uwnerciting sort of ways to James Colwin's
"The Ruins", which is 11 of ruins and, probably, symbollem and meening, tut left me
as cold as etone (eic), and Mike Moorcock's own "Consuming Passian®. I liked this
last-menticned ptory: it's all about what oould be celled a pgirmanimc. (4nd
if yon don't kmow whet that meana, you'd better resd the story.) It's gote
mredictable ending {end how). but suffers not.

John Brunner's novel concludes in this ismae. I spid last month that very
little seewed to happen in "The Evil That Men Do®. Thinga sertainly get moving in
this issue, end decome guite gripping at times. Overall, the story is slight, but
entertsining none the lesss I'm afreid the ending is a bappy one (how I wish that
somecne would write a strong sf novel with a dowpbeat ending ..,.  lock what it did for
“Earth ibides"), and the hero gete the girl. Give it & sustainsd try, anyway.
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Eight short stories, a big lunk of nwowel, and there is still room for three long

bocdk-reviewa. Particularly recommendsd is Lang Jopes' revies of Arthur C. Clarke's new book
{a nicer plece of ameing and cynical reviewing I have yot to sse), and George Collyn'a ook
st the new Vomnegut bock.

INPTLSE Bo, 3.

Dospite early misgivings, the ohangeovar to the name IMPULSE does seem to he
improving the quality of the content. Only five short stories ip this issue, but & wide
variety of styles, if pot themse.

The 1ead story ~ illustrated with a fine cover-ploture - is John Rankine's "Seventh
Moon®, The plot is run-of-the-mill: deskbound space-pilot investigates the disappearance
of & Terran ahlp, and diacovers that mystericus aliens are sompeated. The whole thimg ig
eomewhat 0ld hat and drase at timss. An {ncoosequentigl love-affair, ineluded for no
good reasm, does not relieve the strain. This suthor hag done better work than this.

Alistair Bevan's “The Pace That Eills® is a good social-extrapolation stoxmy. The
editor's noto saye that Bevan was prodded into writing the story by the introducition of
the 70mph speed-limit. By exaggerstion of this trand in attitudes {(and others) toward
the roed-user, the suthor has perhaps gone a 1little too far and waskened hia pessage.

By an unfortunate cholce of posmltioning, Alistair Bevan's etory is placed naxt to
Chriet Priest's “The Bun" .... a story not diesimilar in theme. This one is fairly
ambiguous by nature, and thus opan to interpretation. One comslueion could be that it is
a peracnalisation of the emotions belhind the arms race - hringing the fear and power down
0 an individualigtic level. Same of the atmosphere comes over well, but the anding is
e bit comy.

Peter L. Cave's "Cry Martian® (a good title) 1 a two-page vignette. It tekes a
typical »f one-ahot idee, stands 1t on ite heed, then glves it a rumning kiok in the pants.
Thare bave been worse vignette than this, end oven an this brief appearance it scems that
this euthor is capedle of much bettar work. Read this story once, then forget it. It
won't be hard.

ind Keith Roberte contimes his "Pavane® cycle of stariee. By far the begt series
of ecience fictiam stories mmning at presant, it puts practically all other af into a
dense hole of black shadows This month's story is called "Brother Jolm™ .... the life of
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8 monk, simller in one or two respects to that of Martin Luther. But prepare for the
usual delight of reading about this England that might have bssa. Only three words
describe this etory .... and they're all "Brilliant®.

RE¥ WORLDS Fo 162

Samehow, Mike Moorcock sseme to pgueeze m large mmber of gtories into each iseue, and
contimme to run hie other features which are so deservedly popular. Ten short stories,
a long erticle from Jobhn Hrunner, nine pages of book reviewa, and eeveral letters ,... all
thie meane that thers met be something to please everyone, however epecialised their

tastes.

BeceuBe of the guantity of storles, comments must be Xept by neceselty 0 & minimum.
"Pilot Plant® by Bob Shaw is & good alien-control story, something in the idiom of
4.5, van Vogt. A trifle dated in ite approach, btut well-written and worth your while
reading it. "Tha Ultimate Artipt™ by Rirbard &. Gordom 1is alec written well, but saye
very little more than did Lang Jomes' excellent story “"The Music Makers" a few iesues
beck. "Rumpelstiltakin™ by Daphne Castell is a space-filler, whose plot is given away by
the title. MUnificaetion Day™ by George Collyn is perhaps the bheet etory to come from
this enthor to date. Alternate possibility egmin (the French won the Battle af Waterloo),
end alsc aet in & contemporary Englend. The ety ie reminiscent of Brian Aldiss at hia
best, end that, ss we all know {or shomld), cmn be aexcellent. E.C. Tubb'e "Secrst Weapon®
is an interesting look at a new kind of re-orientatiom centre for wayward (?) citizens.
David Newtan'e "Founkainesr® is e beartifully written, if somewhat inocomprehensible,
vignette. Spacefilling again, though. "Fifth Person Singular” (Peter Tate) im an odd
little gem, which holds up well, even if it is another cne about Shakespeare. The
writing, although occasionally weak, shows incredible promima. Mi Man Like Prawetheus"
by Bob Parkinean is e development of the lmman element in sf. What the glossies might
have called a peneitive study of w successful man, "Girl" by Michael Putterworth will
poasibly not appeal to a lot of people. One of the present reviewere summed it up in twa
{derogetory) words, bat the other is ceuticusly enthusiestic about it. No explanations
offereds read it for yonrselvea. 4nd "Clean Slate" by Ralph Nicholas (remember the name)
is a nec-phaggy god story. Mr Moorcock had evidently just endured s lean period when he
accepted thim cna.

John Brunper's article "& Differant EKick™, a transcription of hie Londorn World-
Convention address, is & long and provoking camperison of ef with historical ficticn. Thia
article is a brillianwt exzample of the result echieved if a merious and percaeptive writer

takes the trouble to analyse &cience fiction in a mew way. If you missed the apeech, don't
misa thim.

Overail, un issus above average.
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ggﬂ TRANSFER ?.' :r;m 8ellingn Reviawed by
——MJL-M W.T. Wenb

There is a special quality about a ocollection of ehort etories by one gifted writer -
something which is no’ shared by the novel, the magmzine, or the anthology. The quality
is composed of wariety and silmilarity. Having reed and enjoyed the firet stoxmy,
ranogniwing that its suthor is & wriler of proemise, we look forward to each stary with
sager anticipation. Is he going to do it again, we mak? Is the man going to delight us
with yet another well.written tale, without repeating himself, end without losing his own
persanal pegia?

And in this book, Arthar Sellings echiaves juat that. Each of these etories has a
sense of wonder, each ons belonge with its fellows in the volume, making en ideal
oollection) wnd each is differsat acd new.

it a period whers soience flotion sesme to have degenerated into a state where little
is published that is not perplexing, parnogrephio, and pessimiatic, it 1a & especial treat
to read these little masterpiaces which, like the works of any truly great wrlter, can be
rend and anjoyed by any litmcats person.

45 may be expected of an muthor whope interests include antequarian bocks, Axtiur
Sallings ims @ scholarly writer. Els storiee are imbued with poetry and schelarly thought.
But this does not render them Ary or pedantic. O(n the contrary, bis worka abound with
mmour. And th.c hwmour springs natarally from the situations; not fram slick, ocmio-
strip dialogue or echoolboy amt. "Catagarical ImperativeM, "™The Wardlese Onse" and
Control Rocn™ are ameng the funniest SP I have read for some time.

But thie volume igs not =1l dumour. The titla etory, which concerza & heartlese
solution of the protlem of what to do wilth old pedple, is decidedly grim. "The Age of
Kindneogs" records the aganies of & Mmnchback in a world of perfect manhood. 4And "The

Proxies " im a robot atory in which the machines arw far more lumane than scome of their
Bakers.

In sll these stories ocur irterest is directed upon the pecple involved ae mch as
upon the povel situstions in which they find themselves. The charmotera, their feelings




|
|
|

YECTOR 40 Page 29

and impressions are all-importent. This applies specially to “"From Up There®, which
portrays & man who claimm t0 be an alien btut is unable to tell anybody where he came from
or why he is hera.

"The Plgment® and "The Jukebox" feature old themes, which are glven a new and
brilliant 1ife. "4 Start in I4fe" is another poignant robot story. ind "Escape
Meshanian®, concerning a hen-pecked Musband, a bullying peychiatriet, and a nagging wife,
ie the laat word in escapiet escape staries,

TINE TRANSFRR. within ite giouy paper covsrs, contains eleven etories of varicus
legths. They will be read and re-read many times.

T RICHEST CORPSE IN SBOW BUSINBESS by Dan Norgan Reviewed by
Compact Books, 3/6 - Chrie Priewt

The corpse of the title is, believe it or not, televigion. The theme of this book
is the death-agonies of the blue-eyed monster in the cormar of sveryone's sitting room.

The book opens with the death of the star of the only programme left on television
that can unfeilingly command top ratings week after week. This is the oloyingly-titled
JUST FOLES series, where the participants are real live normal human beings living out thair
daily lives. But, Carmody Truelove (resl names Albert Stevens) around whow the whole show
revolted, eorry revolved, takes 1t upon himmelf to die at a time only describable s
inappropriate. What, the book's hero Barry Trevey 1s asked, can be used as & replecement?

To ¢.0. Durrell {Chief Producticn Execntive of the television company) the end never
seems near. It is this man'e drive that constantly keeps the faltering body of television
froa finally aying. 4nd it is Harry Travey whose job it 1s to provide the ideas that fuel
the drive. 45 i» often the way, the 1dea he comes up with on this particulsr occasiam
backfires in splendid fashionm.

Although the bock ends with a situstion similar to the coe with which it starts, the
implication ie that televisiocn is a self-destroying thing. Bven in cur own cooparatively-
sane times televimion often shows traces of rigor mortis. Io this book, a ocentury or eo
in the future, it has beoome an animated 0orpss ..... a fat, greasy and righ carpse,
steggering on endlessly like an undeed scabie.

Dan't be migled by the cover-blurd promise of emoral sax «... there's no sex, and eny
anorality mst cartainly have been lost on me. But, if you are liks me, and watch
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televigion for the sheer kick of repetition and duplication, then you will not fail to
thrill to the ghastly death-rattle emitted by the richeat corpae in show dudiness aa it

turns in ite opan grave.

A conmjetently smuaing; often funny and always well-written book.

ALL FILESH IS GRASS by Cliffard D, Simak Reviewed by
Gollancs, 18/~ R.L, Laalett

Here im a typical Simak getting - saasll drowsy American town, with the charactera
lovingly portrayed. Eech has his fanlis and Simak seams to love them because of their
faults, rather than in spite of them.

This backwater suddenly becomes the focus of world interest when en invisible barrier
appears round it. Gradnally the main character, Brad Carter, finde himself taking a more
snd more important part. Thie is very fortunate for him and for hls self-respect, as he
has just failed at yet another entarprise.

The origin of the barrier turme out to be Simak's other favourite theme - the friendly
sliens. In this case they are flowers, inhabiting a whole eseries of elternats earths,
and anxious o expand into this cne to form @ partnership with man. Unfortunately, as
the story develops and the flowers abilities are revesled, the ocredibility declines, and
the last chapter finishes on a nots of optimism which I found inspiring when I was
thirteen. This is not cne of Simak's best, but 1t 1s etfll Simek end therefore expertly
done.

ALTERNATING CUHRENTS by Frederik Pohl Reviewsd by
Popauin No.2452. 3/6. 190 pages Vic Hallett

A MIFROR FCR OBSHVERS by Bdgar Pengborn
P Ko « 3/6. 206

GUNNER CADE Ly Cyril Judd
Panguin No.2460. 3/6. 199 pages

I am yeviewing these thres booke together for no other reason than that they are sll
Ponguine; apart from that they could hardly be more dissimilar.

Alternating Currents ie a good collection of typical Pahl stordes covering
sdvertising, timé¢ parajox, straight SF and etraight fantasy. My favourites are What To
Po Until The inalyst Comen about the disastercus effects of a non-hahit-forming alternative
to cigareties; The Tumnel Under The World which ia a supert example of a plot which doesn't
stop twisting uptil the lact sentences Target One which tells of the changes imcurred
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when two time trawllers kill Einstein and The Ghoet-Msker s fantasy abomt just that, s
men wbo cap make ghosts. The Mapmakers about a space ship which gets lest im hyperspace
ie the weakest story in the book, it jus?y ism’t Paohl material but the gensral level is
very cowpetent and the book as a whole is well worth boying.

4 Mirror For Observers is by far the best of the three, When it was first published
it won the International Fantamy Awerd and very deservadly. It tells of s Martian
Observer who, disguiesd as a mmman, 1s trying to protect a human genius from the clutches
of another disguised Mertian who has abdicated from the Observers, 4 short synopsis can
do nothing to convey the beautiful language of the writing however., It im a vary quiet
novel, eimply told with, as the blurd says, 'a passicnate respect for the humap race’, and
some of the best prose ebaut music I kave ever read. 4 book to buy, keep and re-resd at
freguent intsrvels.

Ounner Cade is 8 good, fast moving military movel written by C.M. Eormbluth and
Judith Merril. Cade is a soldier, student of the Klin Philosophy, snd loyal subject of
tks Emperor who knows that his e the beat poesible 1ife in the best possidle world.
Beedless to may it is not long before he learns differently and he £inds himself confusedly
taldng part in a Tevolt and finally escaping to Mars, Cade himaalf ig a rympathetio
character, never reelly on top of the situation and the world in which he lives is very
woll drawn making this an easy apd oxciting resd.

TH: THREE STICMATA OF PAIMER ELMRTTCH by Philip K. Diok Reviewed by
Jonathan Caps, 21(- Chris Priest

Philip E. Dick ie one of the few cantemporary American writers who umes
science fiction as 1t should te uoed: a8 a vehicle for the ezamination of a new
idea from a ner angle. In "Three Stigmata™ he is questioning reslity; both
subjective and otherwise. He is also locking at peligian from s new standpoint,
and in running thess two 1deas togsthar has come up with & complex science fiction
novel that is unusually good.

Palmer Eldritch retwrme after ten years in the Proxima Centaurus system,
bringing with him a derived narcotioc oalled Chew-2Z (proncunce it ‘chooseyt'), which
has the power of ipducing such vivid halluoinations that they are indistinguishable
from reality. Fairly early on in the book, Leo Bulero (sho runs & firm already
doing pretty well out of another drug called Can-D, which has a slighitly less potent
effect) falle foul of Eldritch and is injected with Chew.Z. From here on out, it ,
is probable that all succeeding fincidents ere imaginary, Although Bulero ie roused
by Eldriteh from his hallucinations. and returns, apparently, to what he lnowe as
reality, he ean never be certain. Later on in the book, when apnother character
called Barney Maysrsan (previcusly Bulerq's top precog ¢onsultant, but now in
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disremis) valunterily eudmite to the dmg, he experiences remyring “reslities"
that turn out, oos after the othar, to be hellucinstoxy. Things become further
cmpliopted whean be tekes an orsrdose of the dxug (although at the time he has no
way of telling whether or not he is pegtly fsidng the overdose) and finds himself
doazed to living forever in ballnaimation.

In faot, Dick is not striotly interested in $he piysieal paturs of the world he
has created in this bock. He is sxploring sebjective reality, ecunding it cut to
see if thers is my torue difference between the thresd of remlity that runs through
this book mnd the solipsist hellucinatory worlde that his charsotars oresete. It i
to his eternal credit that the guesi-religicus dwncumant (ae hinted at in the bodk's
title) is played down to an axtent that it booomes the mly logical retiomale. 4
leos eubtle writer oould have speiled the sxtire book Ly stressing the point.

Certainly, the boock is mot faultless. Its atmomphere is skin to acme of
4.E. van Vogt's novals, and in plmose the dialogae iz po muzh 1ike van Vopt's that
it mekea ons wonder whotber Dick bas reelived fhe simileritics end is taking e polite
swipe at hie presarece. The pmesege iamediately follswing Bulero's first (and mmly?)
experiencs of Chew-Z is 8 case in point.

Despite a few sush mperficial (and onimperdent) faudts, Bhis ook oould weil
be & major mtep forwerd in sviemcs fiotian. Tiek's idase oyw original end
etimleting, end sye preseried in a wey that gives than camiww dencnstzation. Ris
implication is that by their very netcye nsithar weality por religion can exist
ahould the other be ‘real‘.

In review, this novel might seen confusing or checure. It is an extremely
difficult book to describe with justice, tut Diock's plotting is $ight and his
desoripticn has e simplicity wnd olarity that edequately carries anmy amhiguity
thers night be. It is, then, an ertremmly reeswding dook.

A CHECKLIST OF S.F. PAPERBACKS I¥ PEINT IR JAR 1966
Camplled by K.P. Slater Price 7/6.

This is a very useful reference catalogue. Frexy EPF P/b in print in Jemery ie
ligted {as the title sugmestsl), and the price incindea the complete list of deledions
and additicns up to July. Definitely worth buying for ihe 2.7. entimsiawt.









